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Yes, it is bread we fight for - but we 
fight for roses, too! 


“The rising cost of living, intensified by 
profiteering and high taxes tear the piece 
of dry bread from her mouth. Her earnings 
or those of the husband are decreasing 
and no skilfulness, no ability protects her 
from unemployment. The working day is 
growing longer, the burden, the torture and 
the danger of work is increasing. The em- 
ployers, insolent and challenging under the 
protection of the state, are destroying the 
poor beginnings of legal protection for the 
wage-earning proletarian woman, for the 
children, the half-fledged sons and daugh- 
ters of the producing class. The exploiting 
capitalist wants to hold his own on the 
market, and demands bigger profits.” 


These were the words of Clara Zetkins in 
1922, stating that the effects of capitalism 
were dictating the slogans of Women’s 
Day. 


Exactly 100 years on, they still do. 


There have been so many advances in the 
struggle for equality but there remains a lot 
to achieve and consolidate. Wage theft, ex- 
ploitation, casualisation of work, structural 
violence still are the daily experiences of 
too many women, trans, and non-binary 
people, particularly BAME, migrant and 
precarious workers mostly surviving in 
retail, service, sex work, healthcare and 
textile industries. 


The cost of living is rising exponentially 
and there’s still a pandemic (despite the 
wishes of the governments) to survive. Re- 
productive rights and access to safe, free 
and local abortions are still denied. 


There is money for weapons of war but 
none for essential services that continue to 
be scrapped or privatised. All these an- 
ti-women and anti-working-class attacks 
can only be fought back if we stand union- 
ised and in solidarity against capitalism 
and the patriarchal system. 


WOMEN’S DAY 2022 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 
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TS AN INJURY TO ALL! 
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We can see this mighty power in the ongo- 
ing work-in occupation by staff of the 
Regina Coeli House in Belfast, the only 
women’s hostel in the north of Ireland, 
after threats of closure were issued. This 
fight sets a courageous and positive 


example in how to take matters into our 

own hands to fight back against cuts and 
the closure of services that impact on the 
lives of the most vulnerable in society. 


An injury to one is an injury to all! 
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Sheffield JustEat & 


Stuart Couriers Strike 


Let’s Unionise The Fight! 


IWW fellow workers in Sheffield offered 
solidarity to JustEat and Stuart drivers 
fighting brutal pay cuts. 


Most readers will know the background 
from local and national media: £4.50 per 
drop cut to £3.40 for already squeezed 
workers, 1000% pay rise for Stuart’s 
CEO, on-the-ground unionisation by the 
IWGB, and the UK’s longest gig-econo- 
my strike. 


The action partly owes its length to its 
novel strategy. Apps are very different to 
employers with local premises, so instead 
of the usual bricks-and-mortar approach, 
drivers chose the number-one supplier, 
McDonalds, and refused all JustEat/Stuart 
orders there during peak dinner hours. 


This pressure point hit employers hard 
while remaining financially bearable for 
drivers, so instead of a one-day 
shot-in-the-air stoppage, strikers have held 
the line for months. 


The target is currently Greggs at lunch- 
time, a less costly pressure point but one 
that threatens JustEat’s valuable exclusive 
contract. 


While the gig economy is notoriously ex- 
ploitative, here it has its benefits. Long 
waits for orders always meant opportuni- 
ties for workers to talk, and the union 
WhatsApp group ballooned even further 
during the picket outside McDonalds. 
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Meanwhile, since bogusly self-employed 
drivers are rejecting jobs, not stopping con- 
tracted work, punitive anti-union laws 
seldom apply. 


It’s a funny kind of picket: drivers mumbling 
“Uber” and being waved across, picketers 
popping inside for the toilet or takeaway 
coffee. 


Sheffield Wobblies On The Streets: Supporting Workers On Strike! 


But it seems to be working. 


Silicon-Valley business models are fre- 
quently glorified union-busting, but like ev- 
erything else a magic app promises to 
solve, there is no tech fix for the power of 
organised labour. 


Sheffield IWW Member 


ONE STEP CLOSER: 


In January, a few FWs from Sheffield Reviving our branch is not easy. 
and the South Yorkshire area met once 
again to continue planning the revival 


of the Sheffield branch. 


It involves voluntary labour on top of every- 
thing else we do in life and although we 
are all excited about establishing our 
branch we have to be very mindful of burn- 
ing out and overwhelming ourselves. 


Spirits were high with people being enthu- 
siastic about the prospect of reviving our 
branch. 

| think that a sustainable model is the best 
A range of topics were discussed and fur- 
ther information was obtained about the 
history of the branch and how it used to 
operate. 


Most importantly, FWs expressed an inter- 
est in potentially standing for officers in 
future elections. 


A series of action points came out of the 
meeting, which at the moment of writing 
this short article, have already yielded 
some exciting results! 


HOW TO FIRE 
YOUR BOSS! 


How To Fire Your Boss: A Workers’ 
Guide To Direct Action OUT NOW! 


The new booklet by IWW Union Ireland 
Branch, recently launched at their recent 
Derry Radical Bookfair is out now and di- 
rectly available from local IWW organisers 
around the country. 


At the launch members were informed that 
the text itself had been adapted from a 
pamphlet published by a group called 
BossBusters, a project of the Bay Area 


A WORKERS’ GUIDE TO DIRECT ACTION 
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model, both for our branch and the Union 
as a whole. 


Let’s try and contribute as much or as little 
as we can and care for each other, as, 
indeed, all we have is one another! 
Georgios 
Member of the (under construction) 
Sheffield Branch 


NEW BOOKLET 
OUT NOW! 


IWW General Membership Branch in San 
Francisco in the 1990’s and now reprinted 
by the IWW Ireland Branch for members, 
supporters and those interested in learning 
more about the union and the ideas behind 
it. 
Write to the following address to order your 
copy today! 

IWW Ireland 


P. O. Box 346, Derry, 
BT48 4FZ, North Ireland. 


Members of the Northumbria Industrial 
Workers of the World branch were hon- 
oured to join fellow workers from London, 
Belgium and Derry at both the Derry Radi- 
cal Bookfair and the annual Bloody Sunday 
March for Justice, as the city marked the 
50th anniversary since the event took 
place. 


It was a real privilege for those from our 
branch to be met with such a warm wel- 
come, and to march with fellow workers on 
this important weekend. Meeting those 
who are hard at work on activism of all 
kinds in Derry at the bookfair was really 
fantastic. It was great to learn about the 
challenges activists face locally and com- 
paring it with our situation in the north-east 
of England. 


Our branch, like the union as a whole, is 
committed to solidarity across national bor- 
ders. We had read about the links between 
the Hillsborough justice campaigners and 
the Bloody Sunday families. The long 
struggle for justice is a struggle familiar to 
all those facing oppression, no matter 
where it is in the world. Of course, this is in 
line with our union’s slogan, ‘An injury to 
one is an injury to all’, but more important- 


International Solidarity: 
Remember Bloody Sunday 


ly, we wanted to follow through, to show 
up, and to learn from other people with 
first-hand experience of oppression. 


A local representative of the IWW Ireland 
Branch reflected on what was a historic oc- 
casion for the relatives of those murdered 
on Bloody Sunday and for the people of 
Derry stated: "Today is a sad and very 
emotional day for everyone in Derry. As a 
revolutionary union our members felt it im- 
portant to mark this occasion by participat- 
ing in the March for Justice. We did so 
knowing that we would walk along with 
thousands of others, together remember all 
those killed on Bloody Sunday as well as 
those injured on the day. 


"As a union, it’s important for us to high- 
light that the majority of those murdered by 
the state on Bloody Sunday were card car- 
rying members of the union movement of 
this city. Let no one be fooled: those mur- 
dered were innocent unarmed civilians 
taking part in a peaceful demonstration 
against internment. A policy that was intro- 
duced by the British State, they demanded 
the release of those loved ones rounded 
up and to call an end to the policy of intern- 
ment itself. 


"In turn the state unleashed British Army 
special forces, by way of the Parachute 
Regiment, onto the streets of Derry. A bat- 
tled hardened group, already bloodied from 
similar massacres in other countries and in 
Ballymurphy just weeks earlier. 


“The result of which left 14 innocent people 
dead, with many more badly injured and a 
population collectively traumatised. 


"A half century later the relatives for all 
those killed continue to demand justice. 
For many, the March for Justice has been 
a vehicle not just for Bloody Sunday itself, 
but for many other important campaigns. 


"Over the years it has given a platform or a 
voice to others, so that they too could 
demand justice and highlight their issues to 
the world. Social justice issues like the Bir- 
mingham Six, Leonard Pelter, MOVE pris- 
oners, the Guildford Four to Mumia Abu 
Jamal. 


"Today we have similar calls for solidarity 
from other miscarriages of justice cases, 
such as the Craigavon Two, which our 
union marched together with, alongside 
their relatives, in solidarity today. Our 
banner carried with it the IWW motto ‘an 
injury to one is an injury to all’. 


“Despite the bad weather, it did not deter 
the many thousands from near and far who 
marched along with us to demand justice 
for those killed on Bloody Sunday.” 


The 50th anniversary March for Justice 
was one of the largest Bloody Sunday 
demonstrations witnessed in the city for 
many years. Speakers on the platform ex- 
pressed solidarity with everyone who at- 
tended from across the country, and 
throughout the world, who travelled for this 
historic occasion. 


IWW Northumbria would like to thank 
our fellow workers for the warm wel- 

come, and we hope to meet up again 

soon! 
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